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known   as   the  Adi   Brahmo   Samaj.    Its   offshoot
called itself the Brahmo Samaj.    The new founda-
tion was very poor, but it had the faith that moveth
mountains.    In March 1866 Keshab Chandra Sen
created a  great  sensation  by a  lecture   on   c Jesus
Christ,  Europe and Asia/    The Christian mission-
aries who  attended,   began to  have hopes of his
speedy conversion ; but although Keshab often went
near the brink, I doubt if he ever seriously thought of
becoming a Christian.     Christ attracted him as a
teacher ; but Christianity repelled him as a foreign
and exotic creed.   Later in 1866 Keshab made a most
successful tour through Eastern Bengal.    He adopt-
ed the life of a religious mendicant and lived where
and how he could.    He suffered great hardships but
he also achieved great successes. It was at this time
that he adapted from his family faith Vaishnavism, its
Sanhitans or hymns.    He also borrowed from the
wandering  mendicants of   Bengal their rude instru-
ments, the khole, the karatal and the ektara.    He
thought, no   doubt,   that   living  like   a  mendicant,
such instruments were his fitting companions. To his
aid came in 1867 Trylokya Nath Sanyal, a famous
singer.    The   latter  composed   new   and  beautiful
hymns, while Keshab wrote a new liturgy for the
rising sect.    The funds collected on his tour enabled
Keshab to build in 1868 the Brahmo Mandir, the
new head quarters of his ministry.    When the build-
ing was finished,  the hymns were sung in it and
the liturgy read.    The same evening the Viceroy
Lord   Lawrence and  most  of  the  high   officials of
Calcutta attended the inauguration lecture.   Yet an-
other innovation followed and that was the Nagar
Sankirtan.    A great procession of Brahmos walked